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Raymond Tshibanda, former Foreign Minister and the Special Envoy to the President of the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), will be in Washington, DC in two weeks. He would 

appreciate the opportunity to discuss the election calendar announced by the Independent 

National Electoral Commission (CENI) on November 5, 2017. The presidential, legislative, and 

provincial elections will take place on December 23, 2018.

This is the Special Envoy's first return visit since Ambassador Nikki Haley and President Kabila's 

meeting in Kinshasa in October.

The need for a determined elections calendar has and will continue to be a focus in the US-DRC 

relationship. The Special Envoy would like to advance this discussion as well as focus on other 

significant issues to our bilateral relationship.

For example, the DRC Government can be a valuable partner in the global war on 

terror. Militants whose aim is to cause chaos and instability in central Africa have brought their 

campaign of death and destruction across the border to the DRC. This struggle has given the 

DRC first-hand knowledge and experience in combatting terror and understanding the 

transnational nature of terrorism.

The DRC can also be a valuable commercial partner. Cooperative efforts to build the DRC 

infrastructure, and foster trade and investment, will create jobs and growth in America and the 

DRC. And, serve as another significant way to counter terrorism.

The other important issues of mutual interest include human rights, gender violence, security 

and nuclear-nonproliferation.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE AT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, WASHINGTON, DC.

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit 2/22/2017 3:48:17 PM'


